
 

 

THE 1963 CENTRAL DAUPHIN RAMS 
The 1963 Central Dauphin Rams squad, led by Head Coach Ron 

DeMelfi, completed their sixth consecutive successful football season with a 7-
2-1 record.  The season opened with an away game before 9,000 fans at 
Neshaminy High School in Langhorne.  In a hard fought contest, the Rams fell 
to the Indians, a single wing team with two all state running backs, by a score 
of 7 to 0.  The Rams rebounded the following week by defeating  Cedar Cliff, 
led by quarterback James Blacksmith, 27 to 14.  The team continued its 
winning ways by downing Lebanon High School 20 to 6.  The following week, 
Bishop McDevitt came to visit and outlasted Central Dauphin 10 to 6 before a 
crowd of 10,803 spectators.  Again rebounding from adversity and injuries, 
the Rams avenged a previous season one point loss to Steel High by a score of 
27 to 6. The Rollers had been the only team to beat CD over the prior two 
seasons.  In the next contest,  the Rams played to a 7-7 stalemate against 
Carlisle.  Then came the game we are here to recall. The John Harris 
Pioneers, under coach George Chaump, traveled into Colonial Park on the 
crest of a 28 game winning streak.  Before a crowd of 11,106 fans, Central 
Dauphin neutralized the Pioneers by a score of 21 to 13.  John Harris had 
possession of the football three times in the second half, each a "three and 
out" with a total net gain of 12 yards.  The Rams went on to win their three 
remaining games against William Penn, York and Central Dauphin East by 
scores of 20 to 6, 27 to 12 and 27 to 0 respectively.  The final game was the 
first CD/CDE game featuring seniors on both teams. Many of the players in 
that game had been varsity and/or junior varsity teammates in the fall of 1961 
before the District was split.  It is particularly noteworthy that over 30,000 
fans attended just three of that season's games under the Friday night lights.  
The seniors on the 1963 team had the privilege of participating in three 
seasons of green and white football during which the aggregate records of the 
Central Dauphin Rams were 26-3-1. Those three losses were by a combined 
margin of just 12 points.  Coach Ron DeMelfi moved on to take the position of 
varsity line coach at George Washington University the following fall.   

 

 


